
Bushwalking Queensland Inc. 22 March 2016

DISTRIBUTED BY EMAIL AND FACEBOOK. NOTIFICATION ALSO SENT BY TWITTER. 

Hi affiliated clubs and their committees and members,


This is the second newsletter for 2016. My how the time is marching through the year. 
As a result of the Bush Bash Party held recently, here are the topics discussed and 
updates given.


Hope you enjoy this newsletter!


Regards


Gavin Dale 


President


president@bushwalkingqueensland.org.au 

W: www.bushwalkingqueensland.org.au

FB (group): www.facebook.com/groups/bushwalkingqueensland

FB (page): www.facebook.com/bushwalkqld

Twitter: @BushwalkQLD

Skype: bwq_skype

———————————————————————————————————————————


UPCOMING EVENTS 

11-17/07/2016	 NATIONAL DIABETES WEEK - #gogreenandgive on 15/07/2015


29-31/07/2016 	 PILGRIMAGE 2016 - Hosted by Brisbane Bushwalkers Club Inc. 


	 	 	 (http://www.bbw.org.au/Publicinfo/Pilgrimage2016.html)


08-14/09/2016	 GREAT OCEAN ROAD WALK 2016 - fundraising challenge for Diabetes 
Qld.
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Insurance 
The insurance questionnaires have been distributed. The club members that were contacted last 
year by the BWQ Treasurer, were contacted unless the clubs let BWQ know of changes to these 
contacts. The census date is still 31 March 2016. If committees have changed and have no 
information about the insurance questionnaires, please visit the insurance page on the 
Bushwalking Australia Inc. website - www.bushwalkingaustralia.org/insurance 


Access Issues 
O’Reilly’s private tracks and roads 
The Senior Ranger of Lamington National Park, Will Buch, has put up signs along the boundary between 
the national park and O’Reilly’s private property, warning the public of the private property. These signs 
give the impression that there is no access on O’Reilly’s land. BWQ has contacted both the rangers and 
management of O’Reilly’s and have been advised that the private tracks and roads are available to 
bushwalking clubs, O’Reilly’s paying guests and those who purchase or download the O’Reilly’s trail map 
as it indicates where the general public can walk. The stipulation is that there is to be no vehicles on any 
of these roads.  O’Reilly’s also pointed out that cubs using their tracks assist in the control of vegetation 
on these tracks and assist with maintenance.


Turtle Rock - Binna Burra 
Is your club aware of the Lamington National Park boundary in the vicinity of Turtle Rock? Concerns have 
been raised by the lessee of the property on which Turtle Rock is situated, who operates an adventure 
business, that bushwalking clubs are venturing onto Turtle Rock. Contact between the lessee, QPWS 
rangers at Binna Burra has opened up a big issue. For the lessee to access Turtle Rock from the property, 
he needs to enter the national park, and therefore needs to have a commercial operators licence. He is 
happy however, for clubs to contact him if they wish to access the property. Updates will be provided as 
they come to hand.


Diabetes Queensland 
Everyday heroes 
BWQ has a fundraising web page at www.doingit4diabetes.everydayhero.com/au/bushwalking-
queensland-inc . Affiliated club members can donate through this web site, with the funds going 
directly Diabetes Qld, a receipt issued for the donation, and the donation counted towards 
BWQ’s target of $1000 to raise before December 31, 2016. 


Border Track Trek - 11-13/03/2016 and Great Ocean Road 
Walk 08-14/09/2016 
This was a resounding success and allowed bushwalkers the chance to show their capabilities in 
leading walks and the benefits of having leaders. Raised just over $10,000 and some money is 
still coming in. 
I am now in the process of raising money for the Great Ocean Road Walk of 100 km over 7 days 
and need $1000 for registration costs and a minimum $1250 as a fundraising target. Sam Rowe - 
President of Sunshine Coast Bushwalkers is already designated leader for the walk, and another 
leader would be appropriate for the multi-day in case of problems being leader. Sam is type 1 
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diabetic and I am type 2, so worthwhile being part of.  If any club member wishes to donate 
please visit the following donation pages to donate:

Gavin - https://greatoceanroad2016.everydayhero.com/au/gavin

Sam - https://greatoceanroad2016.everydayhero.com/au/sam 

Gavin will be holding fundraising bushwalks in the ensuing months to raise the money needed. 
So keep an eye on social media, etc. I will also advise if Sam is organising any fundraising 
functions as well.

If you have concerns, please contact the BWQ President at 
president@bushwalkingqueensland.org.au or post a message on the BWQ Facebook page or if 
you are a member of the group, on the BWQ Facebook group.
As expected the initiatives involving Diabetes Queensland has resulted new members being 
gained in those clubs participating, so food for thought.


Mobile phones/ smart phones their 
technology and bushwalking 
How do you use your phone on a bushwalk? Do you turn it off and leave it in the car? Do you carry it and 
let the battery run out, because you don’t have a power bank? Is the phone expected to stay charged for 
the duration? Are you annoyed that in some locations, the time is different as it picks up mobile phone 
towers in NSW?

Having done some research into best practices, I would like to offer some advice (and I proved this to 
myself on the Border Track):

1. Take the phone with you, even if it is turned off. In an emergency you have an outside communication 

tool.

2. If you have GPS mapping app on your phone to track the walk, start the app and download the map 

for that area, the downloaded map may or may not cover the full walk but just getting your position on 
a map is crucial. If you don’t download the map of your current location, it will still track you, but at the 
end,  the map download may take longer as it works out which map or maps it needs to display the 
track.


3. When happy that you are all set, set the phone to “Airplane (Aeroplane) Mode.  If your phone is an 
iPhone with iOS 8.2 or later, putting it in this mode will only close down the mobile network, i.e., the 
transmitters on the phone and GPR receiver will still operate. Some version of Android also do this. 
With other phones when you put the phone in this mode, you need to go to settings and tun the GPS 
back on.


4. I personally use MapMyHike which totally relies totally on GPS to track my progress.  Unlike 
MapMyRun, MapMyRide and MapMyWalk which use both mobile phone triangulation and GPS. 
MapMyHike is inaccurate with actual distance walked but is accurate in location. All these apps along 
with My FitnessPal are part of the UnderArmour stable. There are other mapping apps on the market 
and research need to be done as to requirements. Some apps also require the purchase of a fitbit to 
operate properly.


5. Subscription to mapMyHike also allows access to the www.mapmywalk.com website, where walk 
planning, and routes can be done and uploaded to the smart phone app.


Bushwalking Queensland is considering of holding workshops to demonstrate these apps and other 
technology.  If you are interested please email me or the secretary@bushwalkingqueensland.org.au  
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Pilgrimage 2016 
This year Brisbane Bushwalkers Club Inc. are hosting the Pilgrimage 2016 at Baden Powell Park, 
Cash Avenue, Samford from 29-31/07/2016. For more details go to Pilgrimage 2016. 


Pilgrimages for 2017 (YHA) and 2018 (Glasshouse/ Sunshine Coast) are also being organised…
Watch this space!! Any clubs looking further into the future are welcome to advise Bushwalking 
Queensland Inc. of their plans.


Walks Database 
While on the Walks Database, the current administrator, Richard Kolarski, has advised he has 
located a person to take over the Walks Database.


BWQ Website 
The BWQ committee is considering improvements to the web site, including the possibility of 
outsourcing the website so that a series of templates can be made available to clubs to utilise, 
especially for those clubs not savvy to build their own website. The Bushwalking Victoria web-
site is a model being considered as it has the ability to include a combined calendar of all its 
affiliated clubs’ activities. Moving to this model may require clubs to pay a fee for the set-up of 
their web-site, but of course BWQ will actively ensure that the costs to clubs are kept to a 
minimum. Another method may be to increase the affiliation fee, which currently stands at 70 
cents per affiliated club member, to $1 or $2 per affiliated club member. 


One major concern is the continuity plans in most clubs with websites, and their ability to 
continue on their website if the web person leaves the club. Also with the Walks Database, it 
would be better to incorporate it as part of the BWQ platform instead of being on Google Sites. 


If any person has ideas please email me.


Statement of Collaboration with 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 
The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service are currently working with 4WD Qld to rescind their 
Memorandum of Understanding and convert it to a “Statement of Collaboration” (SOC).  Once the process 
with 4WD Qld is complete, Bushwalking Queensland will be the next group to convert over to the 
Statement of Collaboration.  4WD Qld is nearly complete with the SOC, and have given BWQ an 
appreciation of what the change entails. The delay with 4WD Qld was that QPWS required each 4WD club 
to put in place risk management plans. This news has BWQ exploring alternatives so we can circumvent 
this requirement, namely BWQ produce a generic risk management plan that accounts for the majority of 
risks if not all.  A comprehensive risk management plan was compiled for the Border Track Trek and 
provides a sound basis. 
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Trails Plan 
Bushwalking Queensland Inc. is keen to develop trails in Queensland which link together over large tracts, 
meaning getting collaboration with various infrastructure providers. Vice-President John and I met with 
Kurt Martin, Recreation Trails Activation Officer of Sunshine Coast Regional Council and discussed this 
proposal. Kurt is keen to develop a five peak trail in the Glasshouse Mountains, being a trail between 
Beerburrum and Glasshouse Mountains railway stations and linking, Mounts Beerburrum, Tibrogargan, 
Tunbubudla, Beerwah and Ngungun, plus the Glasshouse Mountains Lookout. There is not much work 
involved as short linkages are whats needed to complete this. Kurt is going to consult the Glasshouse 
Mountains Advancement Network (GMAN) about their plans.


Volunteers 
Consequently, the Sunshine Coast Regional Council would like Bushwalking Queensland Inc. involved in 
providing volunteers for this project once it is initiated, as Bushwalking Queensland Inc. will receive 
funding from the various levels of government with the council as sponsor.


As we already have a program in place for maintenance of tracks in Lamington National Park, this 
knowledge will go a long way to the next step. Also, Lamington National Park is interested in re-
introducing remote camping sites or zones and will require volunteers to check on these sites. 


Also, from time to time, we get requests for assistance, but they are short notice, that by the time the 
information filters through, it is too late.


Therefore the call is out for volunteers who may wish to be involved in these and other projects , and 
Bushwalking Queensland Inc. needs to create a skills database so we can know who to contact for 
various tasks as they arise. Please contact the Secretary of Bushwalking Queensland Inc. to register your 
interest, including availability, skills, and what you would be interested in volunteering for. The information 
collected will only be used for the purpose of targeting appropriate volunteers as per the Privacy 
Principles enshrined in both State and Federal legislation.


Adventure Activity Standards 
The Adventure Activity Standards are up for review with the intention to make them one Australia-wide 
guideline. These activity standards only impact those carrying on a business in the outdoor recreation 
space, but being on board will ensure that the impacts will remain in the commercial sector. The Victorian 
equivalent to QORF is leading the review, through which the President of Bushwalking Australia Inc. is 
involved. Myself and Vice-President John Marshall have submitted expressions of interest for this 
opportunity. 

The national standard will incorporate risk management, and a strategy is to utilise this standard in 
negotiations for the SOC.


Social media success 
This is proving a boon with clubs being contacted on bushwalking related matters, including potential 
members.  A wealth of information is being passed around and worth looking at.


Get Going Clubs 
Up to $7500 is available in equipment and the like to increase membership, for bushwalking clubs.  
Applications will be open on 01/09/2016, so there’s plenty of time to put a project together. 
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Get Started Vouchers 
Children of parents with Concession Cards, or Health Care Cards, are able to apply to the Queensland 
Government for “Get Started” vouchers. These vouchers are for these children to attend a sport and 
recreation body’s activities, with the fees paid by the government through the voucher. Clubs that are 
affiliated with a State peak body may be approached to provide these services to these voucher holders. 
Bushwalking Queensland Inc. is a listed organisation, so bushwalking clubs can participate. It is up to the 
individual clubs how they wish to handle this issue, and as a barometer, I will look at registering my club 
as accepting the vouchers and see what eventuates.


InstaMeets, InstaHikes, MeetUps, 
MicroAdventures 
Heard these terms? 

InstaMeet - where a person on Instagram (hence the “Insta”) will nominate a location for people to meet 
and take photos to upload to Instagram.

InstaHike - a meeting point is nominated and the group walks a designated trail taking photos and upload 
them to Instagram as they go.

MeetUp - a location is nominated and the group sign up to attend and then meet and walk.

MicroAdventure - ???


Reports are coming from clubs and QPWS that large groups are meeting for bushwalks with, for example, 
up to 50 people on a walk in Cunninghams Gap. These groups are a direct threat to bushwalking clubs 
due to the possibility of land managers and owners closing of tracts of land as there is no regulation for 
these groups. Even though BWQ has established a good rapport with QPWS particularly, these groups will 
undermine this as they are seen as bushwalkers and should be under our umbrella.


I have strategies in mind, but if anyone had ideas please email me.


#belifelongready 
The Queensland Outdoor Recreation Federation, of which BWQ is a member, is in the process of creating 
the #belifelongready, targeting the 30-50 year old cohort. As this cohort is the target cohort for most 
bushwalking clubs to maintain their existence, BWQ will be keeping a close eye on this initiative with a 
view to participate when called upon.


BWQ Inclusiveness 
For a couple of years BWQ has opened its meetings and gatherings with an Acknowledgement to 
Country, which was distributed to clubs with a map, so that the local elders and traditional owners were 
respected. I have been working on having an acknowledgement to country that was generic for use of 
clubs, and that it more reflects our use of the land when enjoying our recreation.


The acknowledgement to country:


I would like to recognise the Traditional Owners and Custodians 
both past and present of this land on which we now stand and on  
which we enjoy our clubs’ activities throughout Queensland.
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I thank the Traditional Owners and Custodians for the privilege of 
being able to conduct our business on this their land and whenever 
and wherever we are pursuing our clubs’ events in Queensland.
I would also like to recognise those Elders both past and present 
who are historically connected to this land also, and those in the 
future who will be connected to this land.
Thank you.

New clubs 
From time to time BWQ gets inquiries of groups interested in forming clubs. After finding out our 
membership requirements, most have decided to go their own way with incorporation being the 
sticky point. Some “meetup” groups have also inquired as they are concerned about having no 
insurance.


However, there is promise with:


• the RSL Roma Bushwalkers who have even approached and received approval to walk on 
private properties in the Roma area. 


• ACU bushwalking group who have been formed in ACU at Banyo Campus. Need a few issues 
dealt with, but once again looking promising.


In light of these inquiries, BWQ will publish a Membership Guide.


Australian Geographic 
For this that have seen the current (March-April 2016) issue of Australian Geographic, the article 
on the Glasshouse Mountains is worth looking, due to the fact the Glasshouse Bushwalkers was 
mentioned. On their website is a video of some of our members on the Trachyte Circuit. Since 
publication, the club’s Facebook page has had heightened activity and the hope is that will 
convert to membership.


The reporter for this article travels Queensland and showcases areas of Queensland much like 
was done with the Glasshouse Mountains. The reporter has been advised to contact me when 
going to asn area to do an article to see if there is a local club and to put them in contact with 
the club.


Council Activity Programs 
The local government in Queensland is receiving Federal funding to put in place activity 
programs to get their residents out and active. The Moreton Bay Regional Council has engaged 
the Glasshouse Bushwalkers Club to provide bushwalks for residents during March to May as 
well as for the “Walks in the Bay in May” program. The council is paying the visitor fees and the 
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last walk has 15 visitors, with up to 25 people registered. This is a great initiative and a few 
people appear to be looking at membership.


The Sunshine Coast Regional Council is keen to hold a Heart Week walk on 08/05/2016, with 
Glasshouse Bushwalkers and Sunshine Coast Bushwalkers Clubs asked to provide walks. The 
Council is going to hire a bus or buses to convey participants to the walk locations. Any other 
club wishing to participate is most welcome, we will probably need a few leaders to provide a 
number of walks.


Training

The use of the Ashgrove Library for BWQ functions has proved a boon with the facilities available for 
minimal cost. As a result, BWQ would like to include training and workshopping at this location on an ad 
hoc basis.  If any member would like to provide any training please contact me.  One essentials item 
identified is the use of current and future technology to assist bushwalking.


Thanks 
As you can see, BWQ with its core committee of 4 is covering a lot of topics and issues. BWQ is keen for 
more delegates especially to be involved, or even other club members so that issues can be dealt with in 
a timely fashion.


I thank all clubs, and their members for their valued input when called, and for forging the great 
bushwalking community we have established.


Have a happy Easter and safe travels and utmost of all enjoy yourselves.


Regards


Gavin Dale

President.


I look forward to seeing you at some future event…Any further information 
president@bushwalkingqueensland.org.au 

View from Milne Hill - Chermside Hills Reserve
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